
PTA/PTSA PRESIDENTS:  

SHARE A PTA EVENT  WITH  US! S END US A PHOTO AND  

WRITE  UP TO GO WITH  PHOTO AND  IF  WE CAN, WE WILL  

PUBLISH  IN  OUR NEWSLETTER  FOR ALL TO SEE!! Send 

story and photo to ab_connecticut.pta@snet.net or 

mail to our office at 60 Connolly Parkway, Hamden, 

SHARE YOUR PTA 

EVENT WITH US!  

 

A letter from our President, Marne Usher 

Seasonôs Greetings! December, 2009  

Greetings, 

I hope that you all had a wonderful Thanksgiving with family and friends. I know I certainly 

felt thankful to be sharing my day with some of the people who are most important in my life. 

From this point on life gets more hectic until we finally crest the top of that hill that is the 

New Year. In the midst of all the preparations and scheduling and shopping take a minute to 

cherish this wonderful time. Whatever your holiday traditions may be, enjoy the journey as 

well as the destination. It can be too easy at this time of year to let the must dos get in the way 

of the wish-to dos. This year vow to let a few wish-to dos in. Maybe the cookies arenõt home-

made but the kids got to go see a Christmas play. Maybe the latkes donõt look like nanaõs but 

you and the kids had a blast. Whatever it takes ð make time to enjoy your family, your friends, 

your neighbors and life in general. Also take a moment to give yourself a pat on the back. You 

give to your community every day with the work you do for PTA. Never forget the difference 

you make. I know I donõt! I wish you and yours a very Happy Holiday season from me and 

mine. 

 



MEMBERSHIP ñPHILOSOPHIESò or things to Consider 

¶ Have you shared PTA Purposes and Mission with members and poten-

tial members? Or does your PTA ñstoryò end at the school doors? 

¶ Is the PTA logo prominently displayed in your communications with 

your members and community? 

¶ How do you thank members? 

¶ How often does your PTA communicate with members each year with-

out asking for something? 

¶ Do your members realize they are automatically members of         

Connecticut PTA and National PTA when they join your local unit? 

¶ How do you decide budget priorities (i.e. where PTA $ is spent)? Do 

members have input? 

¶ What have you and your PTA done for your members lately? Do they 

know about it? 

¶ What is your membership renewal rate ï what percentage of last 

yearôs members re-join, excluding those who have left the school? 

¶ Why donôt members renew? How do you know? 

¶ Does your PTA unit send at least one delegate to the annual Connecti-

cut PTA and/or National PTA conventions? Do you have a delegate 

who attends your local council meeting?  

¶ What drives your PTA income ï the amount of membership support or 

the amount you take in from fundraising?  

Do you have answers for all these questions? If not, now is the time to 

start incorporating these ñphilosophiesò into your unitôs activities.         

Remember, by using some of the answers to these questions, you also 

provide the opportunity for your members to understand they belong to a 

larger community of people concerned about their childrenôs education. 

As members of the largest volunteer child advocacy association in the na-

tion, we provide parents and families with a powerful voice to speak on 

behalf of every child and provide the best tools to help their children be 

safe, healthy, and successful ï in school and in life. 

10 WAYS TO INCREASE YOUR 

PTA MEMBESHIP 

1. START your membership drive 

early. Remember ï Membership is 

a year round event!  

2. HOLD a ñMembership Kick-Off 

event ï make it festive and fun!  

3. SPONSOR a PTA ñOpen Houseò 

before school opens. 

4. MAKE a list of some of the things 

members get with their PTA 

membership and use as a hand-

out or poster.  

5. ASK the Chamber of Commerce to 

encourage local businesses to 

display posters for joining PTA as 

school begins . 

6. HAVE a new parent coffee get 

together for parents of kindergar-

ten and first graders and an op-

portunity to join PTA.  

7. INCLUDE information that goes 

home to parents at the beginning 

of school that includes last yearôs 

PTA ACCOMPLISHMENTS ALONG 

WITH THIS YEARôS GOALS and 

plans. 

8. USE every talent available to pro-

mote membership. Ask a journal-

ist to help with letters and arti-

cles, an artist for posters, 

sketches and logos, business for 

access to a copy machine, etc. 

Put a ñHelp Wantedò ad for talent 

in your newsletter.  

9. PRODUCE a calendar for members 

with PTA and school activities 

clearly displayed. 

10. COUNCILS: Ask superintendent 

for a spot on the agenda of a 

principalôs meeting. Emphasize 

membership and strength in num-

bers district wide.  



 

T he IRS changed itõs 990 tax law last year so now EVERY UNIT must file a 990 regardless of what your gross receipts were. 

990õs are due to the IRS by November 15th unless you file for a exten-

sion. A copy of your 990 should be sent to our office either by email or 

snail mail. TREASURERS ð this is a duty of yours. If you are leaving of-

fice, please fill out the 990 form before you turn the books over to the 

new treasurer. This is your last responsibility as treasurer before you 

leave term. All presidents received a òBig Box of possibilitiesó. En-

closed was a book called Money Matters. That book is for all treasurers 

and the 990 is broken down step by step in this book. Please ask your 

unit president for yours if you have not received it as of yet. Please 

note if you did not file your 990 you must request an extension at this 

time!  

ñYES, ALL PTA/PTSA MUST FILE A 990 TAX FORM 

Need a PTA Gift?  

Our CT PTA State Store is open for you  

Pins, key chains, pens and other items for that special PTA    

volunteer who you want to recognize. We have many other choices to 

choose from. Visit our website at www.ctpta.org                                        

and check out all of our items for sale.  

                                  Questions?  

                                          Call the office at 203-281-6617.  

                                              We can mail any item right to your door! 


