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A Message from Marne Usher, President
INTERNET SAFETY — NOT JUST FOR THE KIDS

Internet safety is all over the news these days. Teenagers “sexting” each other, college
admissions looking at students’ Facebook pages, middle school students cyber bullying, and on
and on it goes. As parents we work hard to keep up with the technology and protect our
children but do we ever take a look at our own use of technology? In this world of Facebook,
email and blogs do we ever look at what information we are putting out into the great internet
cloud? We need to recognize the same rules that we tell our children. If you put it on the
internet anyone can find it. Does your PTA have a website? What information is on it? Who can
access that information?

As we try to make use of the latest technology we need to set some rules about public versus private information and
what should be protected.

As a PTA you are an independent private nonprofit membership organization. Your information is not subject to the same
Freedom of Information (FOI) requirements as public entities like your Board of Education or your town administration.
Only your members have the right to have access to certain information like your financial statements and the minutes of
your meetings.

If you put this information on your website where anyone can access it you create the possibility of having that private
information misused to attack or criticize your organization. We have all seen how one comment taken out of context can
create a huge PR nightmare for a public figure. The same thing can happen if someone goes after your private information
with malicious intent.

There is nothing wrong with wanting to make life easier for your members by posting your minutes online but put them in
a member’s only section that requires a password to access. Will that completely protect your private data? Probably not
but it will make it harder.

The same caution applies to email. We often see email as a private conversation between the people we send it to but
email can be intercepted if one is skilled enough and it can certainly be forwarded. Additionally, email addresses can be
lifted off the email you send so, if you send out a mass email create a blind group to protect the email addresses of your
recipients.

The other problem with email is that is easy to misread. Without vocal intonation or facial expressions what we write can
be misinterpreted or misunderstood. If there is any possibility that what you are sending could be misread — don’t send it
via email. Use an old fashioned method and pick up the phone or schedule a face to face meeting.

None of this is intended to make us treat our PTAs as some kind of secret society. Far from it. We should be open and
transparent in all of our dealings and especially at our meetings where everyone should be welcome. We must also
recognize, however, that certain information is a privilege of membership just like the right to vote and we should be
cautious with that information.

The bottom line — we have to exercise the same precautions we urge on our children. Be careful what you put on the
internet or in an email and when in doubt a personal connection is always the safest (and often most courteous) choice.

As we enter the holiday season | wish the very best to you and yours! Please enjoy every minute even the busy ones as
these are the memories we make for our families. Cherish each and every one.




Membership comes with Benefits!

MEMBER BENEFITS: Get great discounts from these companies:

» Barnesandnoble.com
> The HP Academy Store
- MedicAlert Foundation
- MetLife Auto & Home
- One Cause Credit Card
» Sharp Electronics Corporation
» Southwest Airlines Vacations
» T-Mobile

From Holly Goodwin, Vice President Membership

Thank you to all who have sent in your membership dues for September and October! Please
remember that membership is ongoing. Remind your families that for less than 3 cents a day,
they can become a PTA member, joining more than 5 million other people who share their
interest in issues affecting children. Everyone—parents, educators, students and other citizens
active in their schools and communities—is invited to join our not-for-profit parent
association. Set up membership tables at school concerts, Movie Nights, Bingo Nights and
other PTA sponsored events. Give special discounts or free admission to your PTA members
as way to thank them for their continued support and watch your membership numbers grow!
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The CT PTA State office is here to serve
you in many ways!

+¢+ Provides information on the programs and projects of
the State and National PTA.

+» Centrally located in Hamden, can be used by Local
Units and Councils for meetings. Contact us to
schedule.

+¢ Processes orders of brochures, publications and kits,
as well as PTA jewelry and boutique items.

+» Supplies information on speakers.

+» Answers parliamentary questions.

¢ Supplies registration for all CT PTA Life Achievement
Award.

¢+ Has aresource library available for local units to use.
Contact us to learn more.

% Receives and acknowledges any donation to the CT
PTA, CT PTA Schol ar s
gifts.

Some of our items in our Store

Hamden Office Conference Room and
Resources you can use anytime.
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http://www.ctpta.org/

CTPTA CONVENTION 2010 IS APPROACHING!

Convention time is gettj closer. We know you are all saving the dates, ®\amnidl @, 2010. Remerakh your
PTA Convention is a legitimBfEAexpense so plan aitendingandbring your executive bahr

Pre- Registration Registration
Registration Received on or Received on or before
Received before 3/01/10 3/15/10
before 2/01/10 Member/non Member/non member

Member member
Package
Registration $125 $135/$195 $145/$205

Thurs & Frii All meals
& Friday Gala
Thursday &
Friday includes $95 $105/$135 $115/$145
dinner & lunch
Thursday Only -
includes dinner $50 $60/$80 $70/$90
Friday Only -
includes lunch $50 $60/$80 $70/$90
Friday Package
- Includes $75 $85/$110 $90/$115
dinner & Gala
Gala Only
$40 $40/$40 $60/$60

Special Hotel Rate: A special overnight rate of $99.00 single/double occupancy is available at the
Trumbull Marriott, Trumbull until March 2, 2010 or until they have no more vacancies. When making your
reservations, identify yourself with the Connecticut PTA convention.

180 Hawley Lane Trumbull, Connecticut 06611 USA
Phone: 1-203-378-1400
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The FOLLOWING PTA/PTSA’S HAVE WON EARLY BIRD MEMBERSHIP
AWARDS: CONGRATULATIONSH!

Reqgion 1

ANNIE VINTON PTA
BOLTON CENTER PTA
CLOVER STREET PTA
KEENEY STREET PTA
MANCHESTER HS PTSA
MARTIN PTA
MONTESSORI MAGNET
NATHAN HALE PTA
NEWINGTON SEPTA
O'CONNELL PTA

PTA OF WILLINGTON
ROBERTSON PTA
RUTH CHAFFEE PTA
SAGE PARK

SOMERS PTA

TWO RIVERS MAGNET PTA
VERPLANCK PTA
WADDELL PTA
WASHINGTON PTA
WINDSOR HS PTSA

Region 2

ANDOVER PTA
EAST LYME MS PTA
LEBANON PTA
LILLIE B. HAYES

Reqgion 3

ALLIE'S PLACE SEPTA
ALMA PAGELS PTA
BEAR PATH

BEN FRANKLIN PTA
BRADLEY PTA
BREWSTER & KORN PTAs
CALF PEN MEADOW PTA
CHAPMAN PTA
CHATFIELD PTA
CLINTONVILLE PTA
CLINTON DISTRICT WIDE PTA
DARCEY PTA

DAVIS STREET PTA
DEER RUN PTA

DODD MS PTA
DOOLITTLE PTA
DUNBAR HILL PTA

EAST SHORE MS PTA
FARM HILL PTA

FOREST PTA

FRANCES WAL INTERMEDIATE
GREEN ACRES PTA
HAMDEN MS PTA
KATHLEEN GOODWIN
LIVE OAKS PTA
MACDONOUGH PTA
MARY T. MURPHY PTA
MATHEWSON PTA
MEADOWSIDE PTA
MIDDLETOWN HS PTA
MOLLOY PTA
MONTOWESE PTA
MOODY PTA

NORTH HAVEN HS PTSA
NORTON PTA

ONE VOICE

ORANGE AVENUE PTA
RACE BROOK PTA
RIDGE HILL PTA

RIDGE ROAD PTA

SAVIN ROCK PTA

SETH HALEY PTA

SIMON LAKE PTA
SPENCER PTA

SPRING GLEN PTA
WASHINGTON ES PTA
WEST HAVEN HS PTSA
WEST WOODS
WORTHINGTON HOOKER PTA

Reqgion 4

BARLOW MOUNTAIN ES PTA
BOOTH HILL PTA
BROOKFIELD SEPTA
BUNNELL HS PTA

BURR PTA

CENTRAL MS PTA
CHAPEL STREET PTA
CIDER MILL PTA
COLEYTOWN ES PTA
COLEYTOWN MS PTA

COS COB PTA

DANIELS FARM PTA
DRISCOLL PTA

EASTERN MS PTA

EAST RIDGE MS PTA

ELI WHITNEY PTA
FAIRFIELD WARDE HS PTA
FAIRFIELD LUDLOWE HS
FAIRFIELD WOODS MS PTSA
FAIRFIELD SEPTA

FLOOD MS PTA

FRANKLIN PTA
FRENCHTOWN ES PTA
GLENVILLE PTA

GREENS FARM

HAMILTON AVENUE PTA
HAWLEY PTA

HEAD O'MEADOW PTA
HILLCREST MS PTA
HOLLAND HILL PTA

INT'L SCHOOL AT DUNDEE
JANE RYAN PTA

JAPANESE SCHOOL OF NEW YORK

JENNINGS PTA

JULIAN CURTIS PTA
KINGS HIGHWAY PTA
LAFAYETTE PTA

LONG HILL PTA

LONG LOTS PTA
LORDSHIP PTA

MADISON MS PTA
McKINLEY PTA
MIDDLEBROOK PTA- TRUMBULL
MIDDLEBROOK PTA- WILTON
MIDDLE GATE PTA
MILLER PTA

MILL HILL PTA

NEW LEBANON PTA
NEWTOWN HS PTSA
NORTH MIANUS PTA
NORTH STRATFIELD PTA
NORTH STREET PTA

OLD GREENWICH PTA
OSBORN HILL PTA
PARKWAY PTA

REED INTERMEDIATE PTA
RIDGEBURY PTA
RIDGEFIELD HS PTSA

Reqgion 4- Cont.

RIVERFIELD PTA
RIVERSIDE PTA

ROGER LUDLOWE MS PTSA
ROGER SHERMAN

SANDY HOOK PTA
SAUGATUCK ES PTA
SCOTTS RIDGE MS PTA
SECOND HILL LANE PTA
SIX TO SIX INT. MAGNET PTA
STAPLES HS PTSA
STRATFIELD PTA
STRATFORD HS PTSA
TASHUA PTA

TIMOTHY DWIGHT PTA
TOMLINSON MS PTA
TRUMBULL HS PTSA
VETERANS PARK PTA
WESTERN MS PTA

WILTON HS PTSA

Region 5

AVON SEPTA

Berlin SEPTA

FARMINGTON SEPTA

FISHER

GAFFNEY PTA

ELI TERRY JR. MIDDLE SCHOOL
GREENE-HILLS PTA

HOLMES PTA

JOHN J. JENNINGS PTA

LAKE GARDA PTA
NAUGATUCK PTA

PLYMOUTH CENTER PTA
PLYMOUTH SEPTA
RAINBOWLAND NURSERY PTA
TERRYVILLE HS PTSA
WENDELL CROSS PTA
WOODBURY/BETH i SEPTA




Wednesday, November 11t — Veterans Day- State Office OPEN

JV g National PTA Closed

Wednesday, November 18 — Free Training- State Office-

REFLECTIONS 7:00PM Bring all of your Reflections questions —
Conference Call Also Available

Wednesday, November 25 — State Office Closes at Noon

Thursday, November 26" — State Office Closed-

LS.
_ ~Thanksgiving
oAy o

Friday, November 27" — State Office Closed

Is your unit Insured?
All PTA/PTSA require Insurance
Contact AIM at 1-800-876-4044 if you still need Insurance.

This is a national movement to represent all CHILDREN.
This is millions of members speaking with one voice for children,

EDUCAT|ON, and families. This is how the school
COMMUNITY comes together before school, in school,
after school with programs to help every SCHOOL partner

with FAMILIES, to help every child achieve their
POTENTIAL. This is school spirit. This is an
EXTRAORDINARY group of moms, dads, teachers,

principals, aunts, uncles, grandparents, caregivers,

businesspeople, advocates. THIS IS ALL OF THE
ABOVE, ALL AT THE SAME TIME. THIS IS PTA.

THIS IS PTA..




